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of the palace, Count de Tarlo, and the two Polish
confessors at the Hotel Weber. The artist felt the
pathetic dignity of the spectacle presented by these
men who clung to their sovereign, striving against
adversity and preserving the memory of a vanished
glory. His eyes were taken by the liveliness and
grace of the princess, Marie, a ray of sunshine
in these gloomy, silent surroundings. He ap-
preciated the extent of her knowledge and the
many accomplishments that improved and beautified
her mind. Desirous of giving a faithful portrait
of her without letting himself improve on nature
through a wish to flatter, and altogether abandon-
ing certain methods demanded by the ladies and
the courtesans of Versailles, he portrayed the
sparkle of youth, the fair complexion, the kind
eyes; and managed to secure an almost perfect
likeness. He was -well aware that his portrait was
to be shown to the Due de Bourbon, at the
instignation of Mme de Prie who was anxious to
look after and maintain her interests.

When the canvas was finished, Stanislas wrote to
the Chevalier de Vauchoux, his adviser and his agent
at Court, these enthusiastic lines: "Here, my dear
Vauchoux, is the portrait that I have been wanting
to direct to Cardinal de Rohan; but I imagined
that if you gave it, it would cause less of a stir.
I beg then that you will give it to Mme de Prie
with your own hands. I am convinced, in advance,
of the good use she will put it to. For the rest,
I leave it to Providence. You will admit that I
have reason to be charmed by the workmanship